PREFACE

was beyond Sweet's patience. Therefore, though the whole
point of his Current Shorthand is that it can express every sound
in the language perfectly, vowels as well as consonants, and that
your hand has to make no stroke except the easy and current ones
with which you write m, n, and u, 15 p, and q, scribbling them at
whatever angle comes easiest to you, his unfortunate determina-
tion to make this remarkable and quite legible script serve also
as a shorthand reduced it in his own practice to the most in-
scrutable of cryptograms. His true objective was the provision of
a full, accurate, legible script for our language; but he was led
past that by his contempt for the popular Pitman system of
shorthand, which he called the Pitfall system. The triumph of
Pitman was a triumph of business organization: there was a
weekly paper to persuade you to learn Pitman: there were cheap
textbooks and exercise books and transcripts of speeches for you
to copy, and schools where experienced teachers coached you
up to the necessary proficiency. Sweet could not organize his
market in that fashion. He might as well have been the Sybil who
tore up the leaves of prophecy that nobody would attend to.
The four and sixpenny manual, mostly in his lithographed hand-
writing, that was never vulgarly advertized, may perhaps some
day be taken up by a syndicate and pushed upon the public as
The Times pushed the Encyclopaedia Britanmca; but until then
it will certainly not prevail against Pitman. I have bought three
copies of it during my lifetime; and I am informed by the
publishers that its cloistered existence is still a steady and healthy
one. I actually learned the system two several times; and yet the
shorthand in which I am writing these lines is Pitman's. And the
reason is, that my secretary cannot transcribe Sweet, having been
perforce taught in the schools of Pitman. In America I could use
the commercially organized Gregg shorthand, which has taken a
hint from Sweet by making its letters writable (current, Sweet
would have called them) instead of having to be geometrically
drawn like Pitman's; but all these systems, including Sweet's,
are spoilt by making them available for verbatim reporting, in
which complete and exact spelling and word division are im-
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